the arches, there are bands of rosettes in
stucco. The spendrills which are the
spaces between the arches, have small
window-like openings with pointed arches
and engaged columns. The stucco deco-
ration which later became the principal
feature of almost all succeeding Islamic
decorations, was applied earliest in the
Mosque of Ibn Tulun. Later still we find
it used in stone, wood, plaster, metal and
glazed tiles in various manners. This
form of decoration most likely came to
Egypt from Mesopotamia, the land of
brick builders.

let us consider
the origin of the pointed horse-shoe arch.
There is no doubt that the Mosque of
Ibn Tulun, besides that of Abu Dulaf at
Samara, is the earliest dated example of
importance in which this form of arch
is used structurally. For once Rivoira
and his opponent M* Dieulafoy happen to
admit and agree that this architectural
form was neither derived from Rome nor
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